306              Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
Treatment
There is no sure bloat cure. When sheep are bloating, fast work is imperative. If the first animal is not badly bloated and is in no immediate danger, simple methods of relief may be tried before using the knife or trocar and cannula. This latter instrument is specially designed to relieve bloat in cattle or sheep and should be part of the regular first-aid equipment.
Mild or beginning cases of bloat may be reduced by forcing the animal to chew on a piece of rope smeared with pine-tar. This may be passed through the mouth and tied back of the head. The tarred rope will cause the animal to chew and swallow, thus encouraging belching of the gas. The belly or side of the abdomen may be massaged with the fist. This may help to relieve the animal if the bloating is not severe and the owner has sufficient patience.
When such simple methods fail and the bloating and discomfort increase, the rumen or paunch must be tapped to release the gas. Do not wait until the animal is exhausted before doing this. If the regular trocar is not at hand, a clean and sharp-edged knife will do. Stab this into the distended paunch about half-way between the point of the hip bone and the last rib. If neither can be felt, make the cut at the place where the swelling is greatest. After the knife is inserted and the gas starts to escape, the opening should be made somewhat larger to permit free passage of all the gas. After the gas has disappeared, the cut may be sewed together with clean string threaded in a coarse darning needle.
Now that the animal is out of danger, % ounce of aromatic spirits of ammonia mixed with 4 or 5 ounces of water or % ounce of turpentine in 6 ounces of warm milk or raw linseed-oil may be administered. Either of these doses will prevent further fermentation in the paunch. In addition, the animal should be given 6 ounces of Epsom salts to remove the fermenting mass in the stomach.